


COCORICO
Patrice Thibaud and Philippe Leygnac

A funny Frenchman ? Yeah right. A funny French mime ? Don’t make me 
laugh. But virtuoso physical comedian Patrice Thibaud does. Until it hurts. 

In a hilarious and astonishing wordless duet with acrobatic pianist 
Philippe Leygnac, their utterly original and constantly evolving world of 
colourful characters and improbable situations explodes the boundaries of 
realism to touch poetic truths.

« Right now, i need to get back to the essential : the art of mime. The gesture that precedes the word.  
A return to the first language, the original form of communication between men, comprehensible by 
everyone, universal. Mime is the basis for this show. A return to the essential then, through the language 
of the body. As a way of avoiding the superfluous, of suggesting rather than demonstrating, of evoking 
rather than affirming . In order to give the audience the space to complete the proposition,  to bring to 
it his own images, his own sensitivity. And to accompany his imagination : music, in perfect harmony 
with pantomime, as in a choreography. The musicality of the body as a tribute to Chaplin, keaton, 
Jacques Tati or Louis de Funès. »

Patrice Thibaud

Press previews
“Quite simply two huge talents!”   
1 o’clock news, France 2 (television)

“The awe-inspiring talent of two people who 
are as intelligent and sensitive as they are 
talented”  
Armelle Heliot, Le Figaro 
(newspaper)

“It is terrifically funny, full of 
tenderness, humanity and poetry”  
Annie Chenieux, Le Journal du Dimanche 
(newspaper)

“Sheer visual craziness!” lefigaro.fr (webzine)

“This show is a fireworks display of visual 
invention, laughter and poetry. What a joy!” 
Marie-Celine Niviere, Pariscope (entertainment guide)

PaTrIce ThIbauD
After ten years of experience and collaboration with 
cabaret and theatre companies, in 1994 he meets 
Michèle Guigon with whom he performs Duo, Histoire 
d’Amourire. In 1995, Christian Schiaretti invites him 
to become a full time member of his theatre company at 
the Centre Dramatique National de Reims. He spends 
the next five years with the company, during which he 
experiments with various theatrical styles. He makes his 
mark notably in Ahmed Philosophe by Alain 
Badiou, Polyeucte Martyr by Corneille and Les 
Visionnaires by Desmarest de Saint-Sorlin.

In 2001 he meets Jérôme Deschamps and Macha 
Makaïeff With them, he performs in the theatre pieces : 
La Cour des Grands, Les Etourdis and Les 
Soirées Tati and in Mozart’s opera The Abduction 
from the Harem and Chabrier’s opera L’Etoile.

In July 2006, at the insistant request of the International 
Festival of Salzburg, he devises and presents with 
Philippe Leygnac a 20 minute musical mime show for 
the opening ceremony which is broadcast live on 
Austrian television.

From 2004 to 2006, he appears daily on Stéphane 
Bern’s show  20h10 pétantes on Canal +, where he 
presents original mime sketches. In 2007, we find him 
on the TV channel M6 where he writes and presents 
Michelle and Michel, a shopping-channel show 
spoof.

He can be seen in the cinema in Astérix at the 
Olympic Games by Frédéric Forestier and Thomas 
Langmann, Mes Amis, Mes Amours by Lorraine 
Levy, and with Valérie Lemercier in Agathe Cléry, by 
Etienne Chatiliez

PhILIPPe LeyGnac
He starts by studying graphics at the Maximilien Vox 
College of Art (1977) and then animation at the 
Gobelins school in Paris (1983). He then simultaneously 
studies music theory and the trumpet at the 
Conservatoire de Meudon and takes a two-year course 
in harmony and musical analysis at the Ecole Normale 
Supérieure of Paris (1991).

Self-taught pianist, multi-intrumentalist and arranger, 
he performs with Pierre Santini in J’aime Brecht  
at the Théâtre du Tourtour, Paris (1987) and on tour. 
He accompanies singer-songwriters such as Alain 
Aurenche (1995), Allain Leprest (1998), and Serge 
Utge Royo (2001) with whom he makes several 
records. He co-writes and performs the music of 
L’Enfant Rat by Armand Gatti at the Francophonies 
Festival in Limoges (1996), improvises the piano 
accompaniment for Meeting Poétique by André 
Velter and C. Guerre with Michel Piccoli, Laurent 
Terzieff, Jacques Bonaffé and Elise Caron at the 
Mutualité (broadcast on France Culture in 2002).

Musician-actor, he performs in Avignon with Serge 
Dangleterre in Les Bruits de la Nuit (1995), 
Clowners (1997) and at the Théâtre Molière with Jean-
Luc Debatice in Toutes Griffes Dehors (1997) 
and Florilège de Fous (2002).

He collaborates with Jérôme Deschamps and Mach 
Makaïeff in Les Etourdis (2003-2004), L’Affaire 
de La Rue Lourcine (2005), La Méchante Vie 
(2006) and L’Etoile at the Opéra Comique (2007).

Portraits… 
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